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Principal Geotechnical Engineer and General Manager ITASCA Australia 

Expertise Dr Sharrock’s is General Manager of Itasca Australia and has 15 years industry 

experience in a wide range of rock mechanics positions such as Principal 

Geotechnical Engineer (Newcrest Mining NL), Rock Mechanics Engineer (Mt Isa 

Mines), Senior Geotechnical Consultant, (AMC Consultants), Senior Lecturer in 

Geotechnical Engineering (UNSW) and Associate Professor - Caving 

Geomechanics (UQ). His consulting, operational and research experience spans 

underground and surface mining in hard rock and coal. 

 His last caving position was as Principal Geotechnical Engineer at Newcrest's 

Cadia East, Ridgeway Deeps, Ridgeway SLC and Telfer Mines over a 5 year 

period. His geotechnical responsibilities covered all aspects of the discipline 

including measuring excavation damage, seismic risk management, ground 

support design and numerical modelling of stress, seismicity, deformation and 

flow. In addition to Newcrest, consulting experience includes: Argyle, 

Perseverance, North Parks, Koffiefontein, Resolution, Goldex, and various other 

project studies including Afton, Ekati, Perseverance Deeps, Telfer Deeps and 

Ridgeway Deeps (Lift 2). 

Dr Sharrock has acted as expert witness in a number of legal actions including 

the Melik Inquiry and Beaconsfield Coronial Inquest. He also holds an Adjunct 

Associate Professorship at Brian Research Centre at the University of 

Queensland and assists with projects in the field of Caving Geomechanics. 

Education PhD in Mining Engineering (Geomechanics), 2003 

 University of Queensland, Australia 

 M.Sc. (Res) in Materials Science, 1996 

 University of Queensland, Australia 

 Bachelor of Applied Science (Mining Engineering), 1993 

 University of New South Wales, Australia 

Registration Certified Chartered Professional Geotechnical Engineer 

Professional Affiliations Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (AusIMM) 

 The University of Queensland 

Honors Sloan Outstanding Paper Award – Computers and Geotechnics (2019) 

 Computers and Geotechnics – Outstanding Paper Award (2018) 

 Australian Awards for Teaching (2010) 

Awards for Programs that Enhance Learning; Australian Learning and 

Teaching Council 

 Teaching Excellence Award – UNSW (2008) 

 Deans Award for Outstanding PhD Research – Uni. of Queensland (2004) 
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 Postgraduate Award - University of Queensland (1997-2000) 

 Co-Op Scholarship in Mining Engineering – UNSW (1990-1993) 

 BHP Science and Technology Award – National Winner (1989) 

 Young Innovator of the Year Award – State Winner (1988) 

Professional Experience 

2013 - Present ITASCA Australia, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 

 Principal Geotechnical Engineer & General Manager 

2011 - Present  University of Queensland, Australia 

 Associate Professor 

2011 - 2013 Newcrest Mining NL 

 Principal Geotechnical Engineer 

2006- 2011 UNSW, Geotechnical Engineering, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

 Senior Lecturer 

2008 – 2011 Newcrest Mining NL 

 Specialist Geotechnical Engineer 

2003 - 2006 AMC Consultants, Perth, Western Australia 

 Senor Geotechnical Consultant  

1999 - 2003 Mt Isa Mines Ltd, Mount Isa, Queensland, Australia 

 Principal Geotechnical Engineer 

1994 - 1999 University of Queensland, Australia 

 Post Graduate Researcher / Geotechnician / Tutor 
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